86                  108 Vaishnavite Divya Desam - III
the calf seen with utsavanmrthis are said to be none other than
Parvati herself.
Meanwhile Siva also felt bad at having lost his temper. He
also descended to Therezhundur disguised as a brahmin repeat-
ing the vedas and guarded His wife while She was roaming about
in the fields. Siva in this form is known as Vedapuriswarar
and there is a temple for Vedapuriswarar in Therezhundur
itself. Thus Aamaruviappan i.e. Vishnu as the brother and
Vedapuriswarar i.e. Siva the husband are said to be guarding
Parvati while She is undergoing her curse as a cow on earth.
This story is repeated even today while offering pooja to Veda-
puriswarar.
There is yet another story to explain the appearance of
the idol of the cow with the utsavar. This is also related in
the puranas. It is said that Krishna as Kannan was looking
after the cows at Gokulam. One day Brahma enticed these cows
and brought them over to Therezhundur hoping that Krishna
will follow his favourite cows. When Krishna baghavan came to
know about this, He then created other cows so that Gokulam
was not deprived of its cattle population. Brahma then realised
His mistake. He asked for forgiveness from Krishna and as proof
of that forgiveness prayed to Gpd to come to Therezhundur and
stay along with the cows which Brahma had brought over from
Gokulam. It is said that that is why Lord Krishna is known
as Aamaruviappan in this place, Aa in Tamil meaning cow. So
the Lord who looks after the cows is aa maruvi appan. To lend
credence to this theory, the utsavamurthi of Lord Krishna is
seen here with two icons, of a cow and of a calf.
An intriguing feature in this temple is that there is no idol
of Garuda, though the story is that it was Garuda who pulled
down the radha by stepping on the shadow thrown by the radha
on earth. There is no explanation given for the absence of
Garuda vigraha in this temple.
Earlier it was related how Lord Siva had appeared as
Vedapuriswrar in Therezhundur. Another small story which
links these two temples viz. the temple of Devadiraja and the